Prospectus design self-study


DESIGN FOCUS: CASE STUDIES
	Choosing a research method

•Using Figure 1.1 on p.8 of Yin, place your budding dissertation ideas in relationship to the three conditions and the five methods. 

•Remember that one study may employ multiple methods.

•Share with a partner and discuss your reasoning.  


	

	Research questions*

•Examine your initial research question ideas.

•Do you use the question starters suggested by Yin? 

•If not, can you rephrase your questions using:

–Who, what, where, how, and why?

•Shape your question(s) to fit a case study approach. Memo a rationale for the structure and wording of your question(s). 

  *Most of you will have identified as a case study. Even if you have not, conceive of your study as a case study for this assignment. 
	

	Defining case study
•Examine Yin’s technical definition on p.18

•Does your proposed study fit the criteria?

–Why or why not?

–Write a memo to yourself about why your idea fits as a case study, or why it does not. If it does not, then suggest how it could be shaped into one. 


	

	Unit(s) of analysis

•Pair off with a partner.

•Attempt to identify your unit(s) of analysis:

–Share your research questions and suggest what they imply as unit(s) of analysis

–Identify who or what you intend to study to answer those questions 

•Be a critical listener as your partner is sharing. Ask questions that push and probe their thinking about unit of analysis. 

 - Memo about your ideas after you have shared. 
	

	Analytical vs. statistical generalization

•Yin recommends more focus on analytical generalization in case study research. 

–What does this concept mean to you?

–How are you already laying the foundation for this?

–What more do you need to do?

–How will you plan for it in your design?

(hint: think conceptual framework and literature review)

-Memo about your strategy/thoughts regarding analytic generalization. 
	

	Construct validity

•What are your key constructs, or concepts?

• What have you done to account for construct validity?

How, and by what criteria, have you defined your constructs/concepts? 

•Are they anchored in the literature? 

•Are your definitions defensible? 

- Memo regarding your rationale for construct validity. 
	

	Type of case study design

•Review pp. 46-60 of Yin

•Identify the design of your proposed case study (or what would fit your ideas translated into a case study):

–Single or multiple case design?

–Holistic or embedded in either of the above?

–Is this design appropriate? Why? Memo to yourself about this. 


	

	Sources of evidence

•What type of data will you collect to attempt to answer your case study questions?

•Review Yin’s six sources of evidence in Figure 4.1 on p.102. Which sources will you cover, and why?

•How will this aid you in triangulation (see Fig.4.2)? Be specific.

•Evaluate the strengths and weakness of each source for the context of your study and design. 

-Memo on your planned sources of evidence and plan for triangulation. 
	


